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content prevail amongst us. Confidence in the proceedings of
the Association has greatly diminished. Scientific reputation,
either here or on the Continent, it has none. The social bond
which united the members for many years has been broken;
and such a spirit of strife and animosity has arisen amongst us
as is deeply to be deplored. Worse than all, the Association
is utterly powerless, because it is not only without funds, but
absolutely insolvent; and into this gulf of evils have we fallen
all owing to our JOURNALISM.

This period, then, I regard as the very crisis of the fate .of
the Association. But I confidently believe that it is in your
power to rescue the Association from all its difficulties, and
carry it back to that epoch when our annual meetings counted
between three and four hundred members-when scientific
papers were read in abundance, and commanded the closest
attention-when our assemblages were characterized by social
sympathies of the warmest description-and when a spirit of
hearty good-fellowship prevailed amongst us to the gratifi-
cation and delight of all.
Looking on that picture and on the one now before us, to

what are we to attribute the unhappy change that has taken
place ! To our Journal, and nothing but our Journal /

Leaving out of the question the moral, social, and profes-
sional mischiefs which have resulted from that calamity, what
has the Journal cost us in pounds, shillings, and pence? Not
less, during the fifteen years that it has been issued, than up-
wards of FIFTEEN THOUSAND POUNDS ! What a vast
sum ! and what have we obtained for it ? Little more than the
evils I have just described.
What might we have obtained for that sum?
A splendid set of volumes of " Transactions, which would

kave found places in the first libraries of the world.
The appropriation, annually, of a large sum in aid of the

Benevolent Fund, or a munificent annual donation to the
Medical Benevolent College.
The institution of Medical Scholarships, in honour and

recognition of the Association.
The appropriation of funds for the protection of our members

against persecution, whether by unjust legal proceedings, or
otherwise.
The discharge of, at least, a portion of the expenses incurred

at every Annual Festival held by the Association.
All these advantages we might have enjoyed, had not fifteen

thousand pounds been expended upon a worthless, unread
Journal, now reduced to such a wretched condition, that the
Editor of it, in his Notices to Correspondents, in his number of
the 21st instant, thus writes :-

" The Editor has not on hand a single ’ Original Communi-
cation’ for the Journal. Members are requested to forward
contributions at once, as by their present apathy the value of the
Journal may be impaired. Letters on the York Meeting form
a thin and acid food for the many: but if nothing else be re-
ceived, what can 2ve give ?"-Association Journal, Sept. 21st,
1855.

This, then, is what we have obtained in return for the
enormous expenditure of FIFTEEN THOUSAND POUNDS.
Was there ever such folly!

Shall this state of things continue? What we have obtained
is before you; what we might have obtained I have mentioned;
and what we may obtain in future, if our income be not cast
into the gulf of journalism, as heretofore, would be-
A splendid set of volumes of "Transactions."
A large contribution to the Medical Benevolent Fund, or

Medical Benevolent College.
Medical Scholarships at the Universities, in honour of the

Association.
Funds for the protection of the members against libellous

and other persecution; and
Part payment of the annual cost of our Festivals.
I now come to the point which I wish to urge upon your

attention at this moment. The proceedings at York, which
have led to the retirement of Dr. Cormack as Editor of the
Journal, has induced you to advertise for another Editor, and
you announce that the election is to take place on the 4th of
October, (Thursday next,) at Birmingham. What, therefore,
I would entreat of you is this. Make no engagement with any ’,
one further than of a temporary nature; enter into no arrange- ’,
ments which shall involve us in a future ruinous expenditure ’,
for journalism ; rather relieve us from all our present diffi- I

culties, and obtain future peace, concord, and prosperity, by ’,
recommending to all the Branch Associations, and to every
member of our body, that our worthless and mischievous
weekly print shall give place to a splendid annual volume of
" TRANSACTIONS." 

. 

" TRANSACTION. " that nn,or",mAn+.ln> with your advertisement Let me remark that concurrently with your advertisement 

for an editor appears the announcement of another journal, to
be issued by certain discontented members of our body. Thus,
if you do not interfere, and promptly, we are to have rival
journals-one set of members attacking another set, each in
the publication which belongs to the party. But I feel con-
fident that an address from you to the whole body of the
Association, pointing out the evils amongst which we have
been engulfed by journalism, would induce all, except some
thirty or forty perhaps, to discountenance and discourage in
every possible way the publication of any and every sectioncat
medical journal; for assuredly our present weekly print can
only add to our misfortunes, perpetuate the ill feelings which
at present prevail amongst us, and also plunge us still deeper
in the abyss of insolvency which now yawns before us.

I am convinced that if you, our Executive Council, act with
wisdom and fortitude on this occasion, you will obtain, in less
than two years from this time, an expression of gratitude, not
only from the members of the Association, but from the whole
body of the medical profession of this country.

Yours, with much respect, and faithfully,
Sept. 26th, 1855. J. P.

Correspondence.

NAVAL ASSISTANT-SURGEONS&mdash;CAUTION.

" Audi alteram partem."

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-The Admiralty Circular of July 16th very properly
says, that all the assistant-surgeons are to mess in the ward-
room. It should also have said, that every assistant-surgeon
was to have a separate cabin; but the words of the Circular
are: " cabins are to be assigned to assistant-surgeons whenever
the service will admit."

I have italicized the offensive clause of the sentence, which
keeps still open a door for injustice and petty spite. The
clause enables any disagreeable captain to say that the " ser-
vice does not admit of the cabin being assigned;" while, at the
same time, he " assigns" it to a steward or servant, or for an
additional pantry for himself.
The cabin question is not in a much better state than it was

before the Circular was issued.
Another Circular is much required-namely, one to say that

surgeons and lieutenants are to rank with each other according
to the dates of their respective commissions. The present
arrangement is that surgeons rank " with, but after," lieute-
nants. So that surgeons who are often serving at sixty-five
years of age, in choosing accommodation &c., come " after"
the youngest lieutenant, who is frequently not more than nine-
teen years old.

Young medical men, while meditating as to whether they
will enter the navy or not, should view the position not only
of the assistant-surgeons, but also the many drawbacks, dis-
advantages, and discouragements of the full surgeons.

Yours &c.,
September, 1855. SELF-RFSPECT, R.N.

Yours &c.,
SELF-RESPECT, R.N.

AMERICAN JOURNALS AND LONDON
SURGEONS.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;THE LANCET has, I believe, a wide circulation in
America, and a few lines in it will, I doubt not, meet the eyes
of Transatlantic journalists. To them, therefore, I appeal,
through you, in the hope that they will abate the practice,
which has become an expensive nuisance to many practitioners
in this country-of sending by post unpaid copies of their
journals. This day I have had to pay 2s. 8d, for a copy of a
medical publication not worth a shilling, and of no possible
interest or value to me. Were this a solitary instance, I would
not complain, but during the past year I have been favoured
in a similar manner by at least half-a-dozen other American
journals.

I am at a loss to know why I am thus honoured, unless it be
that a recent work of mine having been "pirated" in the
States, some passing reference to it may be found in the jour-
nals thus sent.

I am, Sir, very obediently yours,
’ Sept. 21, 1855. A LONDON SURGEON.


